ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2008-0028 HLC DATE: September 22, 2008
PC DATE: October 14, 2008

APPLICANT: Stephen Yelenosky and Jill McRae, owners
HISTORIC NAME: Woody House
WATERSHED: Bouldin Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 709 Bouldin Avenue

ZONING FROM: SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning
change from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) district to single
family residence — Historic Landmark — neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining
district zoning for the Woody House for its significance in the areas of architecture
and historical associations with John Elmer Woody, Austin’s fire chief from 1926 to
1958.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended a zoning change
from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP} district zoning to single
family residence — Historic Landmark — neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining
district zoning. Vote: 4-0 (Leary, Limbacher and Arriaga ill).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended a zoning change from single
family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) district zoning to single family
residence — Historic Landmark — neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district
zoning. Vote: 8-0 (Small absent).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is not listed in the Comprehensive
Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: November 20, 2008 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Bouldin Creek Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

The ca. 1938 house was the home of John Elmer and Elenor Woody and their family
from 1940 through the late 1970s. Woody was the fire chief of Austin from 1927
through 1958 and oversaw the development of the City fire department as a
professional firefighting force during his tenure.




Architecture:

One-and-a-half story irregular-plan cross-gabled frame Arts and Crafts bungalow
with an external brick chimney piercing the front gable consisting of skewed rows of
multi-colored bricks with “weeping” mortar; single and paired 1:1 fenestration with
6:1 wooden screens; gabled over-door hood; standing seam metal roof. The house
exemplifies the principles of the Arts and Crafts movement of the early 20th century
in its decorative brick and mortar work.

Historical Associations:

The address first appears in the 1939 city directory as the home of Mrs. Bessie
Pilcher, the widow of Ben L. Pilcher, who had been a traveling salesman. The
Pilcher family had lived at 2818 Rio Grande Street prior to Mr. Pilcher’s death; the
1930 U.S. Census reveals that Ben Pilcher was an agent for a publishing house.
Mrs. Pilcher is listed as owning and residing at this house in the 1939 and 1940 city
directories. In 1941, the house is listed as the home of John E. and Eleanor Woody,
who had moved here from a house they had rented at 211 E. 3vd Street. John E.
Woody (1891-1987) was born in Cedar Park, Texas, and became a firefighter in
1916. His 1917 draft registration card indicates that he was a city fireman, that he
was married, and had a child; they were living at 209 W. 8th Street at that time. He
was appointed the acting chief of the Fire Department in December, 1926, and chief
in 1927, a position he held until his retirement in 1958, when he became an
assistant director of public safety, a job he held until 1961. Woody oversaw the
development of the city’s Fire Department during the years of exponential growth in
Austin, and was responsible for the maturation of the department from under 50
employees to the professional force of over 800 employees it is today. In addition to
obtaining modern fire-fighting equipment for the Department, Woody established
an alarm system for the fire stations and two-way radio communications with fire
apparatus that was one of the first in the Southwest. During his tenure, several old
volunteer fire halls were renovated for modern use, and many more fire stations
were added, including Hyde Park Station in 1929, the Buford drill tower at Cesar
Chavez and Colorado Streets in 1931, stations on MLK and South Congress in 1932,
a new central fire station at 5f and Trinity in 1938, and additional stations
throughout the city through his retirement in 1958. Woody hired three African-
American firefighters in 1952, the first African-Americans to be hired under the
new state Civil Service law, and established a fire station at the old airport to
handle emergencies and aviation fires in the 1950s. He died in Kentucky in 1987.
After his wife Elenor’s death in 1947, Woody deeded the property to his son, police
officer John E. Woody, Jr., and his wife Georgia Ruth, who lived with John Woody,
Sr. here until 1979, when they sold the property to Charles Zeller and Connie
Moore. Connie Moore received sole interest in the house in 1983, and was well-
known in Austin as the proprietor of the Herb Bar and an advocate for sustainable
living. She sold the house in 1996 to the current owners, Stephen Yelenosky and
Jill McRae. Stephen Yelenosky is a state district judge and is the former legal
director of Advocacy, Inc., a non-profit law office for people with disabilities as well
as a former staff attorney with the local legal aid office. Jill McRae is a non-profit
administrator with FamilyConnections, a long-time member of the city’s Child Care
Commission, and the former director of the Children’s Cancer Center and the
Human Rights Documentation Exchange.

PARCEL NO.: 01020102210000




LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 118.5 x 391 feet (average) of Lot 5, Block B, J.E. Bouldin
Estate.

ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $8,316 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,000
(capped).

APPRAISED VALUE: $759,661
PRESENT USE: Residence

CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNER:
Stephen Yelenosky and Jill McRae
709 Bouldin Avenue
Austin, Texas 78704

DATE BUILT: ca. 1938
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Second-story addition in a compatible style to the

original house using matching materials and fenestration patterns; not visible from
the public right-of-way.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Mrs. Bessie Pilcher (1938)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.
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A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING

PROJECT INFORMATION: P ANFIM
DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY

APPLICATION DATE:. __ C1-4-08, FILE NuMBER(S):_ (14 H - 2008 -0028

TENTATIVE HLC DATE:
TENTATIVE PC or DATE:

TENTATIVE CC DATE; CITY iNITIATED: YES /NO
CASE MANAGER: ROLLBACK: YES/NO
APPLICATION ACCEPTED BY:

BASIC PROJECT DATA:

1. owusn'smEJT&‘PHEN YL_ENOGKY + Jio M:.Pﬁe'

2. PROJECT NAME:

3. FRO.IECTBTREEYADDRESS orRange) '3 253 43 TN AvEAUES
aP COUNTY:__ "TL&AaVLS
IF PROJECT ADDRESS CANNOGT BE DEFINED ABGVE:

LOCATED FRONTAGE FEETALONG THE N_S E W (CIRCLE ONE) SIDE OF
- (ROAD NAME PROPERTY FRONTS ONTO), WHICH IS

APPROXIMATELY DISTANGE FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITH CROSS STREET.
AREA TO BE REZONED:
4. ACRES l-O(O"" {OR) 8Q.FT,
5. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION:
EXISTING EXIST!NG TRACT# ACRES{ 5Q. FT. PROPOSED PROPOSED
zoume (IF MORE USE ZONING

a ! THAN 1)

FILE NUMBER:
FILE NUMBER:
FILE NUMBER:
FILE NUMBER:




PROPERTY DESCRIPTION (SUBDIVISION REFERENCE CR METES AND BOUNDS):

108. SUBDVISION REFERENCE: Nama:_\lﬂm_%_&w EstaTE
Block(s) % Lot(s ) Outiot(s)
Plat Book:

— Page
Number:
10b. METES AND BOUNDS (Atiach two copies of certified field notes if subdivision refarence is not avallable of
zoning Includes partial lois)

DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL I.D.:

14. vorume: | 215 t  eace 51 i Taxparcet 10.80. Q10201022 { doat)

OTHER PROVISIONS:

12.18 PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICT / OVERLAY zom@ NO
TYPE OF COMBINING DIST/OVERLAY ZONE (NCCD,NP, ett)___ %
13. LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES{NG )

14.18 A TIA REQUIRED? YES (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING IS NOT CHANGING)
TRIPS PER DAY:
TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S).
OWNERSHIP TYPE:
15. _ SOLE _ué‘umunrw PROPERTY __PARTNERSHIP __ CORPORATION TRUST

H ownerghip fs other than scle or communtty property, list individuals/partners/principais beiow or atiach separate shest

OWNER INFCRMATION:

16. OWNER
SIGNATURE: =

AGENT INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE):

17. AGENT CONTACT INFORMATION
SIGNATURE: " NAME:

FIRM NAME: Pl TELEPHONE NUMBER.
STREET ADDRESS:; . e

CITY: =~ STATE____________ ZiPCODE
CONTACT PERSON: — TELEPHONE NUMBER:

EMAIL ADRESS: <
P

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY:

Revigad February 15, 2005 8



D. SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

SUBMITTAL VERICATION

My signature attests tn the fact that the atiached application packege is compilete and accurate to the best of my
knowledgs. [ understand that proper City staff review of this application is dependent upon the accuracy of the information
provided and that any inaccurata or inadequate information provided by me/my firm/etc., may delay the propar review of
this application,

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELGW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FIRM REPRESENTED, IF APPL

Firm (if applicable}

INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

As owner or authorized agent, my signature authorizes staff to visit and Inspect the property for which this
application is being submiited.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FiRM REPRESE AR

Firm (Iif applicable)

Revigad Fabruary 16, 2008



E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

conceming
Subdivision Plat Notes, Deed Restrictions,
Restrictive Covenants
and/or
Zoning Conditional Overlays

i, Z have checked for subdivision plat notes, deed

e HONs,
(Print name of applicant)

restrictiva covenants andfor zoning conditional overlays prohibiting cerlain usas and/er requiring certain
deveiopment restrictions i.e. height, access, screening etc. on this property, iocated at

JE

{Addreas or Legal Description)

if a conflict shoukl resuit with the request | am submitting to the City of Austin due to subdivision plat notes,
deed restrictions, resirictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays it will be my responsibiity to rescive
it. 1 aiso acknowledge that | understand the implications of use and/or development restrictions that are a
result of a subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/for zoning conditionai overlays.

i understand that If requaested, | must provide copies of any and alil subdivigion plat notes, deed restrictians,
restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlay information which may apply to this proparty.

-3, LY/ R-20= 2008

App}‘ant’s 571'0) (Date)

Revised February 15, 2005 10
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ACCOUNT NUMBER: 01-0201-0221-0000

PROPERTY OWNER: FROPERTY DRESCRIPTION:
YELENOSKY STEPHEN & JILL MCRAE 118.5X391 FT AV OF LOT 5 BLK B BOU
709 BOULDIN AVE 1 LDIN J E ESTATE
AUJSTIN, TX 78704-1609
ACRRES 0.000 MIN% .00000 TYPE
SITUS INFPORMATION: 709 BOULDIN AV
hig is to certifg fhat after a careful c?eck 05 ng records of this cffice, the
ol ogggg taxes, He %ugggng {ixegn penalt g a? terestas are due on the
escr propexty o ollowing tax unit (
YEAR ENTITY TOTAL
2007 AUSTIN ISD =ALL PAID*
I'I'Y OF AUSTIN (TRAV) #ALY, PAID¥
COUNTY *ALL PAID*
J(' HEALTHCARE DISTRICT *ALL BAID¥
TRAVIS *ALL PAID*
TOTAL SEQUEHCB 0 *ALL PAID*
TOTAL TAX: *ALL PAID#*
: * NONE *
IN’TEREST ON FRES: * MNONE *
COHNISSION * *
AL DUE mm>» *ALL PATD*
TAXES PAID FOR YBAR 2007 $11,570.16
TAKES PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO AND INCLUDING THE YRAR 2007 EXCEPT FOR UNPAID
%E ah cribeg erty may be subject to eci valuation baged on ite
use and ad prgg K ta;és may ge sp ?éect on 23.55, State

Pur uan to ction 31, of the 8tate Property Tax Code, there is a £ £
810.00 aii Tax Certggicatese Y s ee o

Ly L e e R R T T L A ALk e L S e e S e e T R R R B

Fea Paid: $10.00

HERRERS printed on 08/19/2008 © 05:48:06:58 Page# 1



F.1: Historical Documentation — Deed Chronology
Transaction Yol. Page

Stark Washington to B.L. Pilcher Vol. 506 p. 219
Lot 22 of Stark Washington Subdivision {12 acres)

May 13, 1932

3210

Bessie K. Pilcher & Estate of Benjamin L. Pilcher to Vol. 642 p. 462
J.E. Woody

Part of Lot B, Block $ of James E. Bouldin Estate

with metes and bounds

February 23, 1940

s_ﬁ,_‘&ﬁﬁ;

JE. Woody to John Edward Woody Vol. 894 p. 408
& wife Georgia Ruth Woody

Pert of Lot B, Block § of James E. Bouldin Estate

with metes and bounds

January 2, 1948

34} Qf:i! MF{, f‘f{.Lllp:e ruw_ﬁ.'a:t“"l\_"\ﬂ""

John Edward Woody & wife Georgia Ruth Woody to Vol 5418 p.2313
Charles P. Zeller and Connie Lynn Moore (film code 1301804)
Part of Lot B, Block 5 of James E. Bouldin Estate

with metes and bounds

April 27, 1976 :
$ 2 ! obe 1L Vi tu LLL Cinid b o

Charles Peretz Zeller to Connie Lynn Moore —dlobe S prg et —

Part of Lot B, Block § of James E, Bouldin Estate o deed-recitesns Vol. 8177
with metes and bounds p. 226; need to-cheele-both]-
June 7, 1983

s__A:m?.m

Connie Lynn Moore to Stephen Yelenosky & Vol. 12754 p. 01519
Jill McRae

Part of Lot B, Block 5 of James E, Bouldin Estate

with metes and bounds

August 19, 1996

$205,000

709 Bouldin Avenue



OCCUPANCY HISTORY
709 Bouldin Avenue

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
August, 2008

1987 Connie Moore, renter
Realtor, 200 W. Mary Street

1981 Charles Zeller, owner
Programmer, Computer Automation (not listed in the main directory)

1975 John E. and Ruth Woody, Jr., owners
Employed by the City
Also listed is John E. Woody, retired

1969 John E. and Georgia Woody, Jr., owners
City policeman
Also listed is John E. Woody, retired

1963 John E. and Georgia R. Woody, Jr., owners
City policeman
Also listed is John E. Woody, assistant safety director, City Fire Department

1958 John E. and Ruth Woody, Jr., owners
Identification officer, Police Department
Also listed is John E. Woody, chief, City Police [sic] — this should be City Fire
Department.

1955 John E. and Ruth Woody, Jr., owners



Employed by the City Police Depariment
Also listed is John E. Woody, chief, Fire Department

1952 John E. Woody, owner
Chief, City Fire Department
Also listed are John E. and Ruth Woody, Jr.; John E. Woody, Jr. was an
identification officer for the City Police Department; Ruth Woody was an office
secretary for Walker's Aus-Tex Chili, 310 San Antonio Street.

1949 John E. Woody, owner
Chief, City Fire Department
Also listed are John E. and Georgia R. Woody, Jr.; John E. Woody, Jr. was an
identification officer for the City Police Department.

1947 John E. and Eleanor Woody, owners
Chief, City Fire Depariment
Also listed are John E. and Georgia R. Woody, Jr.; John E. Woody, Jr. was an
identification officer for the City Police Department.

1944-45 John E. and Eleanor Woody, owners
Chief, City Fire Department
NOTE: John E. Woody, Jr. is not listed in the directory.

1942 John E. and Eleanor Woody, owners
Chief, City Fire Department
Also listed is John E. Woody, Jr., U.S. Army

1941 John E. and Eleanor Woody, owners
Chief, City Fire Depariment

1940 Mrs. Bessie Pilcher, owner
Widow, Ben L. Pilcher
No occupation listed
NOTE: John E. and Eleanor Woody are listed as living at 211 E. 3™ Street; he is
listed as the chief of the City Fire Department.

1939 Mrs. Bessie Pilcher, owner
Widow, Ben L. Pilcher
No occupation listed

1937 The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Ben or Bessie Pilcher are not listed in the directory.

The 1930 U.S. Census lists Ben L. and Bessie Pilcher living at 2818 Rio Grande Street in a
house they owned, which was worth $9,000. Ben Pilcher was an agent for a publishing house,
had been born in Ohio, and was 52 years old. Bessie Pilcher was also 52 years old and had
been born in Ohio. They had two children: John, 25, who had no occupation listed in the
census report; and Ben L., Jr., 23, who was a field worker. Both of the Pilcher boys had been
born in lllinois.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows John and Eleanor Woody renting a house at 211 E. 3" Street.

He is listed as the fire chief for the city; John was 38, Eleanor was 36, and their son Jack was
then 14. All had been born in Texas to Texas-born parents. Next door, at 209 E. 3" Street,
Arthur and Ruth Woody rented a house with their four children and step-son. Arthur Woody was
42 years old and was the County Constable.



Eleanor Woody died April 30, 1947 in Austin; John E. Woody died December 21, 1987 in Austin.

W

VlarY ™ i

John Woody, former Austin
fire chief, dies at age 96

1926 and became chief in
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Obituary of John Woody
Austin American-Statesman, December 25, 1987



Obituary of Elenor Woody
Austin Statesman, April 30, 1947

N ENTSEEI i
Obituary of Elenor Woody
Austin American, May 1, 1947
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World War | Draft Registration Card for John E. Woody
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oody Indicates
He Might Retire <=

i i o T
a
if the righ

Npetire t business oppor-
tunity comes
Woody tald a reporter ha bad

Zeing into the cattle business. He
addad that he had no definite plans,
Cify s Aeperment mbe of the

0 en Years.
He has bean Hs ehief since 1928

He 3aid, however, that he had nal
intention of st boutmyﬂ.u‘l:
soon unless & good opportunity
m the cattle business pcesents
{tae

' Woody disclosed that last last
your he had been ioteresied in a
Tanch in South Texas. But he sald
that deal fell through,
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City of Austin - Austin Fire Department History Page 1 of 11
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AFD History: 1976-2002

1841 First fire protection organization sanctioned by the City

Council. In December, Richard Bullock organized a seven-

man fire protection group. However, the group was nelther

skilled nor equipped to fight fires, and fire protection was still
inadequate.

A company. The State Gazette and the Texas Intelligencer ,
two local papers, continually ran articles abaut the necesslity
i of organized fire protection. Hook and Ladder Company #1
S was organized in August of that year. The first home of the
company was in Peck's Hall, a two-story frame bullding on
6th Street near the Driskell Hotel. Equipment Induded a Seagrave trussed hook and ladder
truck with tlller, three-horse hitch, three trained horses, extenslon ladders up to 60 feet,
Hale hamess, hangers, and Babcock extinguishers. The company used wooden buckets at
first, but later was supplled with leather fire buckets. The first unifarms consisted of biue
eight-cone firefighter hats, red shirts with "H & L No. 1" across the breast, and black
patent ieather belts with white gloves. The company's logo was "Always Readyl” Ajarms
were given by cres of "Fire," pistol shots and the ringing of church bells, The first man to
get the key would open the truck house and act as commander; the truck then pulled out,
and the members would fall in and grab hold of the ropes.

1866 The City Councli appointed C.F. Millett as the first person to hoid the position of Fire
Chief, He served three years.

Also that year, cisterns were installed at eight locations to supply water for fire protection.

P O e tmammoae s

http:/iwww.ci.austin.tx. usffire/history. htm 9/15/2008




City of Austin - Austin Fire Department History Page 2 of 11

1868 Washington Fire Company #1 was estabilshed on 6th Street.

The first fire engine, pulled by hand, was replaced by a steamer, which in turn was
abandoned when the water company changed to the Holly system in the eary 1880s. The
engine company then was converted to a hose company,

1870 Austin had a population of 5,000.

1871 The City Council purchased the first fire steam engine.

A third company, Colorado Fire Company #2, was organized. Austin's third-oldest
company had a long and brilllant record.

1874 A fire in the State Capitol on Feb. 14, 1874, burned completely through the fioor
between the second and third floors. According to fire department records, "It was owing
only to the timely arrival of several members of the Hook and Ladder Company that the
bullding was saved.” The City Councll approved the hiring of an engineer to operate a new
$6,000 engine. He was on duty at ail times and was paid a monthly salary of $100.

The City Water Company installed the first hydrant system on Austin's two main streets:
Congress Avenue and Pecan Street.

On March 23, a new city ordinance provided for an Assistant Chlef, recorder, and fire and
police commissioner, in addition to the Fire Chief.

1875 Central Engine Company #3 was estabiished with a chemical engine at 4th Street
and East Avenue. The chemicai engine proved to be unsatisfactory and the company
disbanded In 1877,

The Hope Hook and Ladder Cormpany #2, also established in 1875, lived a short but
giorious existence. Hope's main claim to fame was a State Champlonship race won in
1878. It was disbanded in 1882,

1877 A fire on Nov. S at the Blind Asylum injured severa! firefighters. Foreman E.T. Deats
died as a result of his injuries on Jan. 20, 1878.

http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/fire/history.htm 9/15/2008



City of Austin - Austin Fire Department History Page 3 of 11

1878 Hook and Ladder Company #3 was organized and later became Protection Hose
Company #3.

1879 Hook and Ladder station house burned while firefighters were battling a fire in the
second ward {Avenue Hotel). Efforts to save the house were futlle.

The City's expenditures for the fire department were $7,504.39. The department was
comprised of two engine houses and one hook and ladder house.

1881 The State Capitol was destroyed by fire on Nov. 9. The 16th and 17th Legislatures
had failed to approve funding for hydrants; there was Insuffident water or water pressure
to mount an effective attack on the fire. An entry in fire records by department recorder
A.H. Robinson, noted ® . . . the pressure, however, was not sufficient to throw water even
a few feet. The economical solons (sesslons) of the sixteanth legisiature and so, too, the
seventeenth, refused to eppropriate enough money to supply the Capitol building and the
grounds with hydrants and water. Today, we gaze upon the blackened walls of a burnt
state house as the monument to their penny-wise and pound-foolish policy.”

In the same year, a tribute to Austin firefighters appeared in the Texas Siftings: "In no city
in Texas that we know of, or eisewhere, s there so large a proportion of the best men in
the community connected with the fire department. The most prominent bankers,
merchants, and professionai men in Austin are firemen.”

1882 On luly 6, the City Council budgeted $346 per month for salaries of engineers, rent
of rooms for engines, hose carriages, hook and ladder trucks, and other expenses.

1886 The fire alarm system at this time included an approximately 4,000-pound, spring-
cdapper, general alarm beil at city hall and bell towers at two other Arehouses. Ali
companies were connected by a speciai phone system. When a report of fire came in, the
alarm was sent to central; central then pressed a button and all companies were notified
of the fire and its iocation {six rings for sixth werd, for instance). The officer on-duty at
city haii was notified by central over the phone and rang the alarm beil, indicating location
by number of taps. Each company had a prescribed district for first alarms. Ali companies
turned out for second alarms.

East Austin Fire Company #4 was established. Its fire haili was located between 10th and
11th, on Lydia Street.
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1895 South Austin Fire Company #5 located on South Congress was established.

1896 North Austin Fire Company #6 was established. Originally located at 30th and Rio
Grande streets, a parmanent haii was built at 3002 Guadaiupe St. The fira hall filled both
the cccupationai and sociai functions of the community. The ground levei was the
maintenance shop and the second story consisted of one large main room with a stage.
The volunteer firefighters' band would play as community members danced and soclallzed.
The volunteers ran the house until 1916 when they turned it over to the city government,
which hired professional firefighters. The structure was used for many years as a
maintenance shop for the Austin Fire Department. It has since been restored and
preserved for future generations.

1897 For the fiscal year ending Nov. 30 the vaiue of property in the department owned by
the city totaied $25,511.75. The value of property in the department owned by the
companies totaied $13,148. The number of company members was 324 whereas the
number of members on City payroii was seven. Companies responded to 70 alarms, which
resulted in $27,157.15 in property damage.

Austin ranked at the head of the "second ciass" insurance rating. To have "first class”
status, the department had to have fuli-time paid firefighters, macadamized streets and
electric fire alarm systems,

1899 The building that was utillzed as the temporary State Capitof (following the 1881
fire) and later used as Austin High School, burned on Sept. 30. It was located on the
southwest corner of Congress Avenue and Mesquite {11th) Street.

1908 West Austin Company #7 was organized on Feb. 16, 1905, at 1000 Blanco St. This
fire station is the oldest still standing and occupied as a fire station, now AFD Statlon 4,

1908 Tenth Ward Fire Company #8 was organized on May 26 at a meeting of citizens on
the steps of the First Methodist Church.

1911 Adolf Schutze was eiected Chief of the Austin Voiunteer Fire Department. He bareiy
had pinned on his Chiel's badge when his first alarm sounded, He hitched a ride on a
ladder truck instead of going to the fire in the wagon provided by the City.
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1912 The first motor-driven vehicle was purchased at a cost of $4,200 from Webb Motor
Flre Apparatus Company.

s R S g e e S ———

1913 The last of the volunteer companies te be organized was Rescue Hose Company #9
on May 21. The fire hall was located on East Avenue south of 24th Street.

1915 During the flash floods and storms of April 1915, Firefighter Thomas Edward Quinn
was klilled in the line of duty on April 22 while attempting & rescue from flood waters on
Shoal Creek.

B with 27 men. Clarence Woodward was appointed Fire Chief.

B On July 23, 1916, the new department experlenced its first
2 major fire in the Krelslie Bullding. Four firefighters were

“ serlously Injured. Firefighter James T, Glass had his spine
crushed. He lay paralyzed at Brackenridge Hospitai untii his death more than one year
later, His badge number was "13" and that number was permanently retired in his
memory.

1917 By the end of the year, there were 35 firefighters, five pieces of motor apparatus,

ane Chief's car and three pleces of horse-drawn equipment. A hoseman was paid $70 per
month and the operating budget for the year was $43,740.

1921 The earliest State Board of Insurance record of Austin's fire insurance rate was

fisted at 23 cents. Austin had a 15 percent good fire record and a 32 percent fire ratio loss,
which reflected an excellent record of fire prevention and protection.

1923 Austin firefighters worked elther a 10-hour day or a 14-hour night, seven days a
week.
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1925 The fire depariment’s communication system consisted of two telephones, one of
which was a magneto with a hand crank. People wouid call in a fire on the regular phone
and the dispatcher would crank the magneto. Thera were no radlos. Whan a fire company
went out on a call, the dispatcher no idea what was golng on at the fire until somebody at
from fire could get to a telephone to replay the information.

1926 John E. Woody served as acting Chilef of the
department from Dec. 15, 1926 to Feb. 1, 1927. He
was then appointed Chief on Feb. 1, 1927, and
remained so untii Oct. 1958. Chief Woody died on
Dec. 21, 1987,

The old beil that had calied the members of the
Austin Fire Department to 50 many fires since 1887
was removed from its tower in 1926. It had hung at
the top of a tower in the rear of the oid City Hall.
Weighing 3,597 pounds, the bell was sald to be one
of the purest-toned belis ever turned out in this
country. The bell was soid to the Church of Our Lady g0
of Guadalupe, 1206 E, 9th St., and still is hanging in A8
its church tower heralding services.

1831 The six-story brick drill tower located on Town Lake was constructed for training
purposes, at a cost of $6,200.

1932 On Nov. 20, Fire Station 2 was opened at 506 W, Martin Luther King Bivd. The
original Station 2, located at 1614 Lavaca St.,was bullt in 1878. It housed Protection Hook
and Ladder Company No. 3.

On Oct. 15, Fire Station 6 was opened at 1705 S. Congress Ave. Station 6 replaced the old
wood frame structure that was bullt In 1895 to house the South Austin Fire Company No.
5.

In 1932 the fire department responded to 613 alarms with a total expenditure of
$123,882.66.

1938 The Fire Department continued to grow along with the City of Austin. New fire
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stations were constructed and older stations were remodeied. The depression years slowed
the growth of the department somewhat, but in 1938, a new central fire station was
constructed downtown at 401 E. S5th St. and Station No. 10 was built and opened an the
far west side of Austin at 3009 Windsor Rd.

An alarm system of an entirely new
design was instalied in ail Austin fire
stations and fire apparatus. Austin
was one of the first fire departments
in the South to have an alarm system
that featured a ioud speaker system
connected to its 10 stations and two-
way radio communications with ali apparatus, including 13 fire trucks and four officiat
automobiies. The personnei of the Fire Department conslisted of the Fire Chief, Assistant
Chiefs, District Chiefs, Captains, and Privates, The 166 men in the Department worked on
24-hour shifts changing at noon.

1940 The Austin Fire Department responded to 1,246 alarms. On April 10, Fire Station 7
at 201 Chicon St. was opened, replacing the cld Tenth Ward buliding located at 111 E. 1st
st

1941 The Firefighters' Relief and Retirement Law was passed by the 45th Legislature in

1937 and Austin firefighters voted to become members in 1941, This retirement system Is
state-approved but locally administered. Today, Austin firefighters enjoy one of the finest
ratiremant systems in the country.

i .7 1947 A bill authorizing Civil Service

i
!

ciassification for flrefighters and police
officers was approved by the Texas
Legisiature. Austin voters approved the
classification to become effective in May
1548. The vote passed 10-to-one in favor of

-~ 1948 Shortly after Civii Service Law was

' voted in, Austin firefighters became

" organized as Local 575 of the International
Fire Fighters Association. Only a few

firefighters did not join. Frefighters were prohibited by law from striking, but general
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sentiment was that no one wanted to leave the city unprotected. The main focus of the
organization was to pass amendments and improvements to the pension laws.

A building inspection program was Inltiated to foster fire prevention, which Is stiii being
carried cut by inspectors and In-service fire cornpanies.

1949 World War II had slowed the growth of the fire department, but in 1949 the fire
department was recovering and beginning to make progress. Fire Station 11, iccated at
1605 Kinney Ave., was completed and placed In service on May 5, 1849, Station 12,
located at 2109 Hancock Dr,, was completed and placed into service on June 14, 1949. At
the end of the year, fire department personnel numbered 171,

1950 In this year, the Austin Fire Department responded to 2,293 alarms.

1952 The Austin Fire Department employed three black
firefighters, the first biacks to be hired under Clvil Service

law in the state of Texas. The three were Wiille Ray Davis,

who retired as a Captain; Nathaniel H, Kindred, who died of

a heart attack in 1977 while at a fire scene; and Roy D,

i Greene, who resigned,

Also this year, crash truck apparatus were placed at newly
completed Station 14, 4305 Airport Blvd., to provide fire
Y coverage for the Municipal Alrport compiex. Fire Station 14
was completed and piaced In service Sept. 26, 1952,
providing firefighting and crash rescue operations for
incidents involving aircraft. Fire personnei and equipment serving the airport operate
under Federal Aviation Administretion guidailnes.

1953 Station 15, located at 829 Alrport Blvd,, was opened on Feb. 24.

4954 Beginning in 1954, the Fire Prevention Divislon had a new iob and title to add to its
ltne of command. The City Council voted to amend the Civil Service Ordinance to create
the new Chief Inspector position.

1986 The City Councll approved the purchase of four pumpers and a 65-foot aerial ladder
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truck for a total of $75,027 from the firmn of Peter, Pirsch, and Son, which provided the
lowest of eight bids.

1957 On Feb. 1, Fire Statlon 3 at 201
Waest 30th St. wes opened. The naw
station cost an estimated $66,000. Station
3 raplaced the old fire hall at 3002 !
Guadailupe St. that was built in 1206 end
housed North Austin Hose Co. No. 6. On
Feb. 7, Fire Station 16 at 7000 Reese
Lane was opened.

1959 Robert H. Dickerson was appointed to the position of Fire Chief on June 19. He
remained In the position until March 15, 1968.

1962 During the Cuban Crisis, interest In Civil Defense increased in Austin and pubiic
fallout shelters were designated throughout the city. In 1964, City Manager W.T. Willlams
was appelnted Director of Civil Defense. The Fire Chief was designated Chief of the Fire
and Rescue Services, which Inciuded agencles assigned to this emergency service. The Fire
Cepartment’s role in the civil emergency operation was to provide emergency fire
prevention, fire control, rescue support, and facility decontamination support. In 1973, the
Civil Defense operation was merged into the Fire Department.

1963 Joe Viilareal was the first Hispanic firefighter employed by the Austin Fire
Department. He served untii his retirement on Jan. 1, 1992,

1985 On Jan. 15, Fire Station 18 at 6311 Berkman Dr. was
opened. In March, the City's Fire Prevention Division opened
its newly completed bullding at 1621 Festival Beach Rd.
Located just east of the Interregional Bridge on the north
shore of Town Lake, the 10,000-square foot, two-level
structure cost $170,000,

|
&

e S 43 S el -+l

1966 Austin accepted delivery on its newest piece of
firefighting equipment;, a $50,000 Snorkel truck. It featured

a basket-type platform on a jointed hydrauiic boom that '
couid be raised 75 feet In the air, extended 39 feet
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horizontaily, and rotated in a compiete circle In ither direction. Straight or fog type water
streams couid be pumped at a rate of 1,100 gailions per minute from a four-way
maneguverabie nozzie on the piatform.

1967 On Oct. 1, Fire Statlon 19 was opened at 5211 Balcones Dr.

L 1968 Ed S. Kirkham was appointed Flre Chief on
(L Sept. 27. He resigned from the position In Sept.

%1969 In March, Fire Station S at 1201 Webberville
&l Rd. was opened. This station repiaced the fire haii
that housed East Austin Fire Co. No. 4 at 1005 Lydia St. originally built in 1886.

Firefighters received new uniforms consisting of navy biue siacks, light biue shirts, ties and
Eisenhower jackets. Officers wore white shirts and caps to set them apart. After being
outfitted with new uniforms, Austin firefighters were considered by many to be the best-
dressed flrefighters in the state,

1970 Fire department appiicants underwent 12 weeks of training before being admitted to
tha force. The first six weeks involved classroom training in which they were taught
standard approaches for responding to and fighting fires. Fire department discipiine and
basic Civll Service also were part of the compuisory curriculum. The second six-week
program was on-the-job training, where the potentlai flrefighter was assigned to a truck
and worked under observation,

A new airport crash truck was purchased for $68,000. It held 1,500 gaiions of water for
making foam. The truck could spray its load in five minutes at a range of 150 feet.

The Salvation Army Canteen, staffed by Claude and Leona Rutiedge on a volunteer basis,
began responding to major alarms to provide firefighters with refreshments, cool towels, a
place to relax, and words of encouragement. The Rutiedges quickly were adopted by the
firefighters and continued to provide this mast appreciated service untli 1987. Claude
Rutiedge died Sept. 13, 1995. Several fire trucks lead the procession at the funerai.

1971 The Clty Council recommended closing the station located at 43rd and Speedway,

but a delegation of Hyde Park residents descended upon the coundil and the plans were
canceled. This same scenario has been repeated two times since.
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1972 In February, Fire Station 8 at 8989 Research Bivd. was opened. It originally was
iocated at 21st and East Avenue, which was the home of Rescue Hose Company No. 9, the
fast voluntaer company to be formed {(May 21, 1913).

On June 17, Capt. James L. Buford died in the line of duty while attempting to rescue a
1S-year-ald boy, who also drowned In the Shoal Creek flood waters.

1673 willle Ray Davis was promoted to the rank of Captain, the first black firefighter to
achieve the Captain's badge In the Austin Fire Department, as well as in the state of
Texas.

1974 The Fire Department accepted delivary of three diesel pumpers and one diesef aerial

ladder truck. This was the first diesel fire apparatus to be purchased for firefighting in
Austin. In the following years, ail new engines and trucks were diesel-fueled.

AFD began training in its new six-story fire drili tower iocated at 517 S, Pleasant Vatlay Rd.
On lan. 23, Fire Station 20 at 6601 Manchaca Rd. was opened. On Feb. 26, Fire Station 21
at 4201 Spicewood Springs Rd. was opened.

1978 On Aprii 3, Fire Station 22 at 5309 E. Riverside Dr. was openad. May 24 was
declared Firefighter Recognition Day by Austin Mayor Jeffrey M. Friedman. The Hyde Park
neighborhood again waged a successful fight against the City's recommended closing of
Fire Station 9.

It was decided that Emergency Medical Services wouid be a separate City department
beginning Jan, 1, 1976. Prior to this declslon, Austin Ambulance was the franchise-holder
for ambulance service within the city. The Fire Department began active recruitment of
women to serve as firefighters,

AFD History 1976-2002
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